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Worship Team Commitment  

 

 
 
 I love leading worship at Powerline.  God has 
surrounded me with awesome brothers and sisters who 
build me up and serve wholeheartedly!  I am eager and 
excited to have our team grow!  
 What follows is my attempt to explain what I am 
looking for as we expand our worship team.  There are 
many areas to serve in worship and arts without being 
part of the worship team itself.  If you feel called to 
this ministry, my expectations are unapologe tically 
high!  I believe that leading people into Godõs Presence 
is an amazing privilege and a sacred responsibility.   
 Please listen to me heart underneath these words.  
May God bless you richly as you serve Him!   
    With love,  
    Meredith Curtis  
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 The worship team stands in front of the 

congregation Sunday after Sunday for more than half of 

the Celebration service.  As a result, even though this is 

not a leadership position, the qualifications are almost 

as strict as they are for leaders for two reasons. 

 

1. You will be ñup frontò on a regular basis.  People in 
the church will see you as an example whether you 

are immitigable or not.  People will watch your life 

ñoff-stageò because you are ñon stageò Sunday 

mornings. 

 

2. We must be able to commend you to the church.  

This includes your behavior, speech, attitudes, 

attire, doctrine, character and self-control.  As 

leadership, we say to the congregation:  ñHere is 

our best!  Watch them love Jesus, His people and 

the lost!ò 

 

3.  We are leading people into the Presence of God.  

This is a great honor, awesome privilege, and sober 

responsibility.  We donôt want to have God resist us 

(pride!), grieve the Holy Spirit (sin!), or quench the 

Holy Spirit (lack of faith!).  We want to be a people 

hungering for God, worshipping Him with all of 

our lives, and passionately in love with Him.  We 

need to love the people we are leading into His 

Presence so that we sing, dance, play instruments, 

paint, or act as true servants, not performers. 
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Spiritual Life  

 

 
 

Devotional Disciplines 

 
 òDo not let this book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may careful to do 
everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and 
successful.ó      --- Joshua 1:8 
 

 Daily Quiet Times are non-negotiable.  To worship and lead others in 

worship, we must have a close relationship with the ONE we worship.  You 

would not teach a marriage seminar if you were separated from your spouse.  

Some Christians live in separation from their Lord and Savior with weekend 

custody (church service!)! 

 Dynamic life flows from intimacy with Jesus.  Bible reading, prayer 

and personal worship are more important to you than air, water and food.  

 Personal devotions are not a matter of clocking in and checking off a 

ñto-do listò (Bible studyðcheck!  Prayerðcheck!  Sang a worship songð

check!).  Quiet times should be past the place of duty to the place of delight.  

This is our secret place with Jesus where His Living Waters flow washing 

away the dirt and dust of the world.  Our tender Shepherd feeds us with 

spiritual milk and meat reminding us of basic truths and imparting the 

deeper insights of His Word.  It is in this gentle place that we pour our hearts 
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out to Him in prayer and worship. 

 Our Quiet Times equip us for all of life and ministry.  They are an 

essential part of a worship team memberôs life. 

 

Abiding/Walking in the Spirit  

 
 òI am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do 
nothing.ó      --- John 15:5 
 

 If we walk in the Holy Spirit and let Him control our lives, Christôs 

character (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 

faithfulness and self-control) will manifest in our life.  Our job is to abide 

(make ourselves at home, dwell) in Christ.  It is His job to produce fruit in 

our lives.  A successful Christian life is more about yielding, than strivingð

moment to moment living in Godôs Presence 24/7.  God is in charge and we 

allow the Holy Spirit to direct our actions, attitudes, conversations, and 

thoughts.   

 A worshipper at Powerline needs to be someone who practices the 

Presence of God wherever he is, whatever he is doing! 

 

 

Supernatural/Holy Spirit  

 
 òDo not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in your 
heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.ó   
     -- Ephesians 5:18-20 
 

 òWhat then shall we say, brothers?  When you come together, 
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a 
tongue or an interpretation.  All of these must be done for the 
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strengthening of the church.ó   
     -- I Corinthians 14:26  
 
 God speaks to His people!  All the gifts of the Spirit are for today.  

They are given to confirm the Gospel and build up the Body of Christ.  

Worship team members need to be comfortable and confident in the flow of 

the spiritual gifts because worship time is when they often are bestowed 

and/or come forth. 

 Prophetic words and songs should always be listened to, weighed and 

responded to.  Never ignore or gloss over a Word from God.  Often a word 

will change the direction of worship or the focus in song or set of songs.  

(for example:  you may repeat a line, bridge, chorus)  As we are filled with 

the Spirit, worship will begin on the inside in our hearts.  The Holy Spirit 

will remind us of things to be grateful forðworship begins with a thankful 

heart! 

 The songs we sing flow horizontally and vertically.  We sing to one 

another, building up each otherôs faith and bringing encouragement.  Songs 

of declaration can increase our faith as we speak Godôs promises aloud set to 

music.  And more importantly the music we make in our hearts bubbles forth 

through melodies to the awaiting ears of the King of kings who is seeking 

children who will worship Him in Spirit and truth. 
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Servant Life 

 

 
 

 Jesus is KING!  We are His servants!  Worship is about magnifying 

HIM!!!!  

 

Servant Heart 

 
 òFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve 
and to give His life as a ransom for manyó   --- Mark 10:45 
 
 Jesus is our role model.  A servantôs heart is yielded to Jesus.  His 

wish is our command.  Serving is a joy and privilege.  One of the most 

beautiful acts of service/worship was the sinful woman who wet Jesusô feet 

with her tears and dried them with her hair.  How lovely. 

 Is our desire to worship humbly at the feet of Jesus?  Do we daydream 

of doing things that delight Him and bring honor to His Name?  A servantôs 

heart is a beautiful place where Jesus is magnified above all other people and 

things.   
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 Jesus is the perfect example of one who had a servantôs heart.  He laid 

aside His glory to take on flesh.  He allowed Himself to be insulted, 

ridiculed, mocked and eventually crucified, innocent of any wrongdoing.  He 

came to earth to serve and give!  May we have hearts like His! 

 

 

Hard Work!  

 
 òAll hard work brings a profit!ó  --- Proverbs 14:23 
 
 That puritan work ethic that New Englanders are famous for comes 

straight from the Bible.  God commends hard work and rewards it.  Laziness 

and sloth are sins hated by our heavenly Father. 

 Worship team servants work hard with a cheerful attitude.  We 

practice at home, practice as a team and show up early at services for sound 

check.  We are constantly learning new songs which require more hard work.  

Being part of Powerlineôs praise team is not for the lazy! 

 As a worship leader, I can tell when musicians and vocalists have 

practiced and when they have not.  A group can move forward to excellence 

only when every member is committed to work hard. 

 It is a joy to lead a team that is committed to work hard for the glory 

and honor of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

Faithful in Little  

 
òWell done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful 
with a few things.  I will put you in charge of many  things.  Come 
and share your Masterõs happiness!ó               --- Matthew 25:21  
 

If you want to be entrusted with important and valuable matters, Jesus 

exhorts us to be faithful in the ordinary tasks and commitments of our daily 

life.   

A humble, servantôs heart will seek opportunities to serve and bless 

others.  There are so many ñlittleò things that need to be done in the area of 

worship:  setting up the stage, making copies of music, entering lyrics into 
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powerpoint, running powerpoint, and cleaning up after a service. 

Do you look for opportunities to serve in ñhidden areasò where people 

are unaware that you are serving? 

Do you prepare as much for singing with the team as you do for a 

solo? 

Are you a team player or are you seeking the spotlight? 

Be faithful!  Be on time.  Be prepared.  Take ownership of your 

mistakes.  Fulfill commitments, obligations, and promises.  Let your ñyesò 

be yes and your ñnoò be no. 

 

Church Life  

 

 
 

 We are going back to the New Testament for our model of church life, 

not the culture around us, not even American church culture.  Godôs plan is 

local churches; being planted in a household. 

 

Committed to Powerline 

 
 òAs you come to Him, the Loving Stone ñrejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to Himñyou also, like living stones are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.ó                              
         --- I Peter 2:4 -5 
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 The worship team is a ministry of a local church, Powerline.  We are a 

part of the vision God has called the whole church to, not an entity in and of 

ourselves.   

 Before you consider being part of the worship team, ask yourself:  

ñAm I called to this Body of Believers?ò  We have an unique purpose and 

vision in this city and we want to fulfill what God has called us to do and be 

as part of a local church. 

 Do I know the vision of Powerline? 

 Do I agree with and like the vision of Powerline? 

 Am I called to be part of the vision, playing my part in bringing a 

dream from God into reality experienced by the people around me? 

 

Love for Brothers & Sisters at Powerline 

 
 òAbove all, love one another deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.ó  --- I Peter 3:8 
 
 We are serving God first, but we are also serving our brothers and 

sisters at Powerline.  We want to see each one ñenter inò and experience 

Godôs love, healing, provision, and voice.  We must love those we serve, 

laying down our lives for dear friends as our Lord Jesus did. 

 We are to be rooted and established in love before we step out to 

minister to Godôs people at such a personal level.  When we are standing in 

front of the congregation, we want to see each person through Jesusô eyes of 

love.  We want to be able to see the glory and beauty of our Lord shining 

through each face.  This will transform and deepen our worship experience 

until we are like those friends who cut a hole in the roof and lowered their 

comrade down on a stretcher to get him to Jesus. 

 When the congregation is in unity together in one place, there is an 

opportunity to experience the love of God in a powerful way:  depth, height, 

width, and length.  I donôt know how or why it happens, but it just does in a 

beautiful way! 

 

 

  



 

© 2006  Meredith Curtis 

LIFE  Groups 

 
 òYou know that I have not hesitated to preach anything 
that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house.ó-- Acts 20:20 
 
 At Powerline, we invite all our members to join a LIFE group so they 

can live out family life in Godôs church as it is meant to be.  It is in these 

close-knit groups that people can open up, share needs, and receive ministry.  

The LIFE group is a setting where the spiritual gifts can operate, where 

believers can discover and move in their gifts.  These groups are about 

applying the Word of God to daily life, especially in the area of relationships 

in Godôs family, the church. 

 Lives are changed in the context of relationships.  Lives are changed 

in LIFE groups.  This is where the rubber meets the road, where the ñreal 

meò and the ñreal youò live out practical Christianity. 

 Because the LIFE groups are such a high priority in the vision of the 

church, worship team members must be committed to a LIFE group and be 

commended by their worship leader. 

 The LIFE group is where Powerline members receive pastoral care.  

Those who lead worship need to be pastured!  Pastoral care is essential to 

good spiritual health!  Enjoy your LIFE group! 

 

Arrival Kit ---Completed 

 
 òLike newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that bu it 
you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted 
that the Lord is good.ó  --- I Peter 2:2 -3 
 
 There are many wonderful Bible study workbooks that can be 

used for new believers.  AT present, we use The Arrival Kit by 

Ralph Neighbor, Jr.  It covers all the basics plus things that are 

helpful such as breaking soul ties and witnessing to friends. 

 We ask that everyone on the worship team complete The 

Arrival Kit . 
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Arrival Kit ---Mentoring  

 
 òAnd the things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses, entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified 
to teach others.ó  --- II Timothy 2:2  
 

In the Christian life, maturity is being a mother or father in the faith.   

We are like runners in a long relay race that stretches out over time and 

history since Jesus began His ministry.  The passing of the baton is critical in 

both a relay and in the Christian life.  Taking someone through The Arrival 

Kit  or mentoring a young believer is one way to ñpass the baton.ò   

 Letôs run to win the prize!!!!!!!!! 

 
Pastoral Authority  

 
 òObey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep 
watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so 
that their work will be a joy not a burden, for that would be no 
advantage to you.ó --- Hebrews 13:17 
 
 God has given us leaders to equip us for ministry.  They are a gift to 

us from Jesus.  Elders care for, teach, train, and impart to us things we need 

to be effective and productive in our Christian life.  Their authority is 

protection for us as we live for Jesus!  Pastors and elders are in charge of the 

church services, as well as other church business.   

 Do you trust the pastor to lead the church and direct the celebration 

services?  There will be times when pastors make decisions that affect or 

change the direction of worship in a service. 
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Tithes/Offerings 

 
 òOn the first day of every week, each one of you should set a 
side a sum of money in keeping with his income. ó   

--- I Corinthians 16:2  
 

The tithe belongs to the Lord and should come into the local church 

storehouse.  We tithe because we love Jesus.  It is a discipline and an act of 

worship.  Worship always involves giving a gift, an offering, to the Lord.  

Do you tithe and give offerings with a thankful, worshipful heart? 

 

Conflict Resolution 

 
 Jesus said in Mark 12:25, òEvery kingdom divided against itself 
will be ruined and every city or household divided against itself 
will not  stand.ó and in verse 30, òHe who is not with me is against 
me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters.ó 
 

 You will have conflict, especially with fellow artist, musicians and 

singers.  Some of them will be emotional, unreasonable, and moody!  (Not 

you, of course!)  The heart to reconcile, forgive and maintain unity is a 

character/maturity issue.  The ability to resolve conflict is a learned skill.  

You need a godly heart and to be equipped to be a ñpeace-makerò like our 

beloved Savior.  He died to reconcile. 

 

1.  Be humble.  Realize that you had a part in the conflict even if it is a blind 

spot.  Ask God to show you your fault. 

2.  Ask for forgiveness of God and person (or people) involved.  Own fully 

what youôve done.  Donôt make excuses.  Donôt defend your actions, words, 

or intentions. 

3.  Make restitution. 

4.  Forgive lavishly when the other person (people) repent(s).  Forgive 

quietly if the other person doesnôt acknowledge their faults and ask for 

forgiveness.   
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Maintaining Unity  

 
 òBe completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peaceó  --- Ephesians 4:2 
 
  Conflict is inevitable, but unity must be restored whenever it occurs.  

We maintain unity by being humble, apologizing when needed and forgiving 

others when they sin against us.  Value unity and peace more than being 

right or looking good.  Pride has no place on the worship team.  And 

division will quench and grieve the Holy Spirit. 

 Learn to be a peace maker.  Believe the best of others.  Speak highly 

and defend your leaders and team members.  Work hard to see others 

reconciled.  Jesus gives us a bond of peace but we must be committed to 

keep this unity intact.  God blesses a unified team beyond all we can 

imagine. 

 Do not try to force the team or worship leader in a different direction.  

Flow with the vision of the team and make it your goal to add excellence to 

that vision.  Support, do not undermine, your worship leader.   

 

Worship Life  
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Corporate Participation 

 
 òBut you have come to Mt. Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, 
the City of the living God.  You have come to thousands upon 
thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in Heaven.  You have come to 
God, the judge of all men.ó  --- Hebrews 12:22-23 
 
 The ideal corporate experience (where the product is greater than the 

sum) requires a house full of sold-out, in-shape worshippers gathered in 

unity and love.  The House of God in this state will enjoy a far deeper and 

richer experience than you can in private worship.  Worship is designed to be 

that way.  The more a church is filled with people having awesome personal 

worship times, the more incredible worship will be when the congregation 

gathers together. 

 Do you participate fully in celebration service worship?  Do you come 

prepared to worship?  Have you fasted, prayed, and sought the face of God?  

Are you adding to the experience with joyful expression and passionate 

freedom?  Or are you a distraction, bringing attention to yourself or 

withdrawing from the group? 

 

Freedom 

 
 òIn Him (Jesus) and through faith in Him, we may approach 
God with freedom and confidence.ó  --- Ephesians 3:12 
 
 A worshipper praises God with abandon and freedom.  If God says 

ñKneelò, we bow down.  If the Holy Spirit says, ñJumpò, the worshipper 

responds, ñHow high?ò while leaping into the air.  Self-consciousness leaves 

when we take our eyes off self and otherôs response to us, and keep our 

attention on Jesus.  Do you experience freedom when you worship God?  

Are you able to be ñundignifiedò for the glory of God? 
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Passion 

 
 òA happy heart makes the face cheerful .ó  --- Proverbs 15:13 
 
 Emotion is involved in praise and worship.  God receives honor 

through our thoughts, will, and emotions when we magnify Him 

wholeheartedly.  We are commanded to shout aloud and sing joyfully!  Joy 

expresses itself on our faces and through our body language.  Our passion 

ignites others to the same passion.  Joy begets joy!  Passion is stirred up 

when we are TOTALLY focused on Jesus.  We cannot be thinking about 

whoôs in the next row, what weôll eat for lunch, or how our harmony sounds.  

The direction of our thought needs to be on The One Who Loves us! 

 As we stand up front leading the congregation into the Presence of the 

Lord, we either inspire people to deeper dedication or distract them with 

wrong posture.  Self-control needs to be in operation when we play a wrong 

chord or sing a wrong note and especially when someone else on the team 

does.  These facial expressions are a distraction to the congregation who 

probably didnôt notice the error at all before you drew attention to it.  But it 

also reveals your focus and heart.  It is either all about you or all about how 

you sound.  Which is it? 

 When our faces radiate joy and gladness, others are inspired to go 

deeper into Godôs heart and life.  They are following our cue.  Letôs be 

examples of passion for Jesus in our worship! 

 

 

Obedience to Commands 

 
 òIf you love me, you will obey my commands. ó     
    --- Jesus (John 14:15) 
 
 There are general commands in Scripture about how to worship the 

Lord.  Many are found in Psalms such as shouting, clapping, dancing, 

singing, playing instruments, declaring, lifting banners, and bowing down.  

Is our worship characterized by obedience to these commands, not 

suggestions, to praise God?  There are also commands in the Bible about 

worship beginning in our hearts and taking thoughts captive to the obedience 

of Christ.  Are we fully engaged in worship out of obedience to Godôs Word 
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or does our mind wander?  Do we enter His Presence with thanksgiving (see 

Psalm 100)? 

 Can the Holy Spirit run the service?  Can the Lord lead the worship 

time?  We make the choice to follow the promptings of God or ignore Him 

and carry on with our agenda.  Can we trust our King of Kings to speak 

through the pastor or worship leader to change direction or are we frustrated 

when this happens?   

 Jesus Christ is the Lord of our Celebration services.  He can change 

the direction, course or flow of a meeting.  He can require us to speed up a 

slower song or soften up a rockinô one.  We have so much fun when we 

abandon our agendas and flow with His! 

 Sometimes God will change the course of worship time just for one 

person because thatôs just how He is!  Be open to praying for healing, giving 

a prophetic word, kneeling down on stage, shouting aloud instead of singing 

a line in a song, or interceding for a specific person while you are leading 

with the team.  

 Whether you sing or play or both; you are leading worshipðnot just 

the worship leader.  Allow yourself to be obedient to the promptings of the 

Holy Spirit and we will all be blessed!! 

 

 

Private worship life 

 
 òBut when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you! ó  --- Matthew 6:6  
 
 ñWhen the music fades and all is stripped awayéò (Matt Redman, 

Heart of Worship).  Is there a more appropriate song for a worshipper on a 

praise band than this one?  When the music fades, when you are unplugged, 

when no one is watching:  WHO are you?  Are you a lover of God?  Are you 

a devoted follower of Jesus?  Are you the kind of worshipper that our Master 

and Father is looking forðone that will worship Him in spirit and in truth? 

 Your private worship life says more than anything else about whether 

or not you are qualified to be part of a worship team.  Yet, no one can know 

about this area of your life but you and God.  I can only believe what you 

say.  I appeal to you, as a sister in the Lord, to make your personal worship 

time a priority.  Be disciplined in worshipping Jesus until it is a DELIGHT!  
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Please let public worship be an overflow of a rich private worship time! 

 

 

Music Life 

 

 
 

Current Ability  

 
 òMy heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite verses for my 
King; my tongue is the pen of a skillful writeró  

---  Psalm 45:7 

 òSing to Him a new song, play skillfully and shout for joy!ó 
 ---  Psalm 33:3 
 

You must have a certain level of skill to play with the worship team.  

Although character, commitment, and passion are more important, musical 

ability and talent is a requirement.  The Psalmist plays skillfully and in 

another psalm, sings words that are likened to the pen of a skillful writer. 

A musician must keep a steady beat and play the notes or chords 

necessary to motivate and inspire believers to sing and worship!  Many 

mistakes or a lack of rhythm can be a distraction to someone trying to sing a 

song to the Lord.  You need to be able to play with other musicians and flow 

together as a team with them.  You must be able to play in all keys, although 
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we try to keep it simple.  Reading music is not a requirement, but is helpful.   

A vocalist must be able to carry a tune, sing the right notes, and avoid 

going flat or sharp on notes.  You must also be able to blend with other 

vocalists.  Those singing harmony should choose their harmonies based on 

the chords and the lead singer/worship leader on the song.   

All musicians and vocalists must be humble and willing to adjust their 

playing/singing style to blend with the group or help create the sound we are 

looking for.  Often when playing or singing with a band, less is more.  The 

size of your role will vary from song to song.  Are you able to keep it 

simple?  Worship music should not draw attention to the band or individual 

members.  Our job is to disappear so that people can focus on the Lord. 

 

Practice Time each Week 

 
 òEven in the case of lifeless things that make sounds such as 
the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being 
played unless there is a distinction in the notes.ó ---  I Corinthians 
14:7 
 

 If you make many mistakes people will not be able to sing along with 

you and the flow of worship will be hindered.  You should always practice, 

even if you think you know a song really well.  At least go through the song 

once or twice.  Practice enough each week so that you flow from chord to 

chord; section to section; song to song.  It is very obvious when musicians or 

singers have not practiced! 

 I make myself a CD each week and play it in my car as I go to the 

YMCA every morning to work out.  I work on newer or harder songs at the 

keyboard in a more focused way! 

 Aside from practicing musically, please consider actually worshipping 

with the songs in your quiet times once during the week.  When we worship 

with the songs, they are fresh and alive!  Then we can really lead the church 

family in worship, not just singing. 

 

Plans to Grow 

 
 òDo not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 
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prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see you progress.ó  --- I Timothy 4:14 -15 
 

 Musical ability is a gift from God, given to bring glory and honor to 

Him for all of eternity.  There is music and singing in Heaven, although I 

canôt promise youôll find your instrument there and we may be singing in 

other languages.  Music is eternal and something that God values.  Do not 

neglect the gifts and abilities God has given you!  They are a treasure and 

you are a treasure!  Invest in your singing or playing.   

 Guitarists and pianists should play scales and drills.  Singers should 

vocalize and do breathing exercises.  It is always good to add cold sight 

reading once in awhile to stay on your toes!  Practice many different kinds 

of music, not just one style. See yourself as a guitarist, not just someone who 

happens to play the guitar.  Enjoy your talent! 

 

Commitment to Excellence 

 

 
 

  


